[Prevention and control of malaria in pregnant women in an urban setting (Yaoundé, Cameroun)].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the methods of preventing malaria (chemoprophylaxis, vector control) and of fever management (presumptive treatment of malaria) used for pregnant women in Yaounde, Cameroon and to identify the most important factors for assessing these practices. The 221 women studied were selected by cluster sampling. All had made extensive use of health services during pregnancy and 77% were using chemoprophylaxis. The number of febrile episodes in pregnant women who claimed to have used chemoprophylaxis was not significantly different to that in the women who did not use it. However, the mean birth weight of the babies of women who had used chemoprophylaxis was significantly higher. The women did not systematically use vector control measures; 21% used insect repellents (electric plaques, coil burners) and 20% used aerosol insecticides. Only 10% of the women slept under simple, untreated mosquito nets and none used mosquito nets impregnated with insecticide. Fifty per cent of the women had at least one episode of fever during pregnancy and 77% were treated for presumed malaria. However, the treatment was not standardized and was unsuitable in a third of cases. Possible changes in the chemoprophylaxis strategy are discussed.